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North Lawndale Hosts | AM ABLE Gonference

Over 350 community
residents (i.e. parents,
younth, local busimesses,
educators, health/social
service providers amd

public servants) met to
learn, plan and organize
a productive and healthy

way to respond 1o negative

community events, oficn

birthed ont of wvarious

traumas. The Trauvma
Conference bronght
together synergistc
thought leaders, to define
and develop an action
plan that will dismantle
the cr:pplmg effects of
inequities in educaiion,
as it n:laies io wealﬁ:,

“health,

politics and academta.
Community sustainability
and the aciive engagement
in solutions exposed the
scverity of mis-information
zbout the under-resourced
support in North Lawndale.
Commumities  where
African Anmcans Bve

relationships,

are isolated from resomrces

and healthy development.
These were the prmary
areas of focos for the
conference. e Dr.
Caralyn 1 Vesscl, CEOf
President of IAM ABLE
Inc, ang comvener of the
ﬁmmm
“We're Bere o

togeiher to stop the cycle
of trauma and violence by
uvnderstanding what we
know and need to know...
and by providing critical
information that con
change minds and hearts.
“We mmst epsure that
our children and families
havea healthy community
m which to prosper
The systemic changes
we meed require mew
thinking patierns, that
allow love to flow Iike a
mighty river™ Expertise
converged from throughout
the city to be active
leaders and parficipants
mn the conference. Yonth
TLeaders accessed the
genius of Xavier Ramey,
University of Chicago
Sentor Assistant Director
for Social Tmovation
and Philanthropy. The
Example Setters Youth
Poetry Squad powerfully
shared their message of
personal  responsibility

""’iSI

and success in the face
of trauma. And Malcoln
London, poet, Ted Talk
alumn, and community
achvist, led a moving and
provoentive keynote with
his poetry and personal
stery. Conference speakers
incloded Dr. Termy Mason,
C0O0, CCDPH; Dr. Audrey
Stillerman, UIC; Malcolm
London, Ted Talks Dr
Awmama Enyia JD, PhD,
Public Pelicy Consultant
and Public Policy Director;
Navier Ramey, UCSC
Senior Assistant Dircctor
for Social lonovation
and Philanthropy, Office
of Civic Engagement,
University of Chicago, and
Amy P. Campanelli, 10th
Public Defender of Cook
County, the second woman
o serve in that position.
For more information
about T AM ABLE Center
for Family Development,
Tnc. contact 773-840-8061
or visit wwetrHim org
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